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 39  

VI 
 
When I woke up, my head was clear, 
I knew that he would come again, 
And as the meeting time got near, 
Minutes were harder to sustain. 
 
I was both nervous and elated, 
I had a shower and tea, 
I was extremely animated, 
My self-control deserting me. 
 
I preened myself and did some cleaning 
Awaiting my invited guest. 
When there came a door bell ringing 
And Derek elegantly dressed. 
 
He’d changed his outmoded gear 
For more appropriate to fit. 
I was relieved to see him here, 
But sure fidgeting a bit. 
 
Black was still dominant, and leather 
Was what he surely preferred, 
And it became him altogether: 
Black leather pants and a T-shirt 
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 40  

Accentuating his fit figure, 
Too slender for his brawny build, 
Being the picture of the vigor 
With which his every part was filled. 
 
At least, he made such an impression 
Despite his delicate pale face, 
His high cheekbones and an expression 
Of mystery and mere grace. 
 
Derek had neatly tapered hair 
Round his ears and his neck, 
His crown clippered up with care, 
But for a few loose bangs slicked back. 
 
He bowed to me, glad and cautious, 
But I was beaming at the news 
That he existed, true and conscious, 
In flesh and blood of charming youth. 
 
As he produced a bunch of lilies 
And complemented on my face, 
I thanked him, overwhelmed with feelings, 
Ushering him into my place. 
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 41  

“Glad you have come,” I murmured stumbling, 
“I hope you had a good night’s sleep!” 
He answered to my low mumbling, 
“The night was positively sweet!” 
 
“You have a rare book collection,” 
Derek remarked when in my room, 
And then he added on reflection, 
“The supernatural and Doom 
 
Prevail in subjects of your choice. 
Do mysteries appeal to you?” 
I answered in a clear voice, 
“They just present another view 
 
On things and matters all around, 
I like to think that it makes sense 
As no one managed to confound 
It fully, and it all depends 
 
On how deeply you are ready 
To look into the depths of it – 
The human knowledge isn’t steady, 
And seems inadequate a bit. 
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 42  

Magic exists, I’m pretty sure 
And I believe in Fate as well. 
This life is too much to endure 
As such, to me, it feels like hell. 
 
I do not know why I’m telling 
All this absurdity to you…” 
My mind was suddenly rebelling 
Against how talkative I grew. 
 
“Your theory may have a point 
In certain aspects,” he replied, 
“Having your personal standpoint 
But gives you credit, non-denied. 
 
I also find myth captivating 
And do believe in the Doom’s Day, 
But I’m convinced dissimulating 
Some things is vital in a way. 
 
Perhaps, the Providence decided 
That human mind is still too weak 
To master everything provided 
A priori; it’s doomed to seek 
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 43  

For any sound explanation 
To what is hidden from its view 
Building a fickle foundation 
For such a changeable worldview.” 
 
We chatted on and on discussing 
The books, I had both old and new, 
Dwelling on this or that, no fussing, 
I marveled how much he knew. 
 
As it turned out we were neighbors: 
He lived across the street from me. 
He was in hunt-related labors 
And was in one when he met me. 
 
He was a distance learning student 
Studying literature and art, 
Though he was certainly more prudent, 
Too sensible and very smart. 
 
I learnt that he was years older 
And that his birthday was in March. 
His skin was smoother, paler, colder 
Than mine which didn’t matter much. 
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 44  

He was well-cultured and well-mannered – 
A gentleman he was, a knight – 
Always polite, attentive, gallant, 
His company was great delight. 
 
We spent the day together, talking, 
But he did leave me for the night. 
“To change,” he said a little mocking, 
And vanished out of my sight. 
 
Then, I was on my second year – 
I took my distance learning course 
In fiction writing at Hampshire – 
Working on Internet indoors. 
 
My parents paid me rare visits 
Being on constant business trips 
To international exhibits 
Looking for ancient manuscripts. 
 
Derek was orphaned, still an infant, 
And no one cared much for him, 
His parents killed by some delinquent, 
But he grew up still full of vim. 
 



O
rde

al (
exc

erp
t) 

Copy
righ

t ©
 T

.K
. V

are
nko

 20
10

 
 

 
 45  

That’s all he’d tell on that account 
Never arising it again. 
I never pressed him to recount, 
But I was eager for detail. 
 
We spent a lot of time together 
And soon became the best of friends, 
But in my heart I wondered whether 
We could be more than mere friends. 
 
I loved him, but he kept a distance, 
Never too close to cross the line. 
I dreamt of breaking this resistance, 
But were his thoughts the same as mine? 
 
I often caught him at concealing 
Some strong emotion in his eyes. 
What was that powerful a feeling 
He wanted so much to disguise? 
 
Of course, I wouldn’t bring it out, 
Or ask him straight, or even hint 
For fear that he might confound 
My aspirations in defeat. 
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 46  

I relished my infatuation 
When I could see him smile to me 
And savored bittersweet sensation 
Of deep heart-piercing a glee. 
 
He was my reason for existence, 
Descended from my cherished dream 
Into my human dull subsistence, 
An angel, sacred and supreme! 
 
I was deliriously happy 
Just at the fact that he was true 
And gradually grew more sappy, 
My feelings harder to construe. 
 
He talked me into bungee-jumping 
And took me to amusement parks… 
I followed him with my heart thumping 
Filled with the lovey-dovey sparks. 
 
We went snowboarding and skydiving, 
And had a wildlife cruise with whales, 
Tried jungle-trekking and skin-diving, 
Enjoying mountains and dales. 
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 47  

Since then my life became more weird 
Than it had ever been before – 
My course through life was hardly steered 
By common sense in any form. 
 
A plus was Derek’s presence near, 
Spending a lot of time with him; 
A minus was a strange veneer 
Of mystery around him 
 
Which must have triggered the unknown 
To burst into that life of mine 
Until it had me fully blown 
With every bit out of line. 
 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





